
TWIG POT (Weed Pot) 

Twig pots are decorative items used to display small twigs, weeds, small dry flowers and similar items.  
The pots can take on almost any shape and vary in size from less than an inch to several inches high.  
Anything larger would be a vase of sorts.  Twig pots are NOT used for live plants or anything requiring 
water.   

Craft Supplies carries wood flower bunches for display in twig pots.  There are several shown on page 
107 of the current catalog.   

Twig pots are relatively easy to turn but require the use of several spindle turning skills.   
Tool requirements are:   

1. A scroll chuck to hold the wood 
2. Spindle gouge or gouges 
3. Short tool rest 
4. Live center  
5. Drill chuck and drill bit 
6. Block of wood 
7. Sandpaper ( 150 thru 400 grit or higher if desired) 
8. Embellishing tool (Chatter, texturing wheel, pixie, beading tool, etc.) 
9. CA thick glue 
10. Desired finishes (Danish oil, sanding sealer, wax, shellac, etc.) 

For demonstration purposes we'll use a 2.5 to 3.0 inch square 5 inches long with a 1.75 inch tenon on 
one end.  

The process: 
1. Turn a cylinder to the maximum diameter of the final turning.  Figure 1 below shows the 

cylinder and drill bit positioned to drill the hole.   
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2. Start turning the desired shape.  Remember to consider “golden mean” proportion when making 
the pot.  The maximum diameter should 1/3 from either the bottom or top of the vessel. 

3. Drill a hole from the top down.  I use a 3/8 inch bit, (other sizes can be used depending on size 
of the desired pot). 

I normally dimple the top around the entry hole, but it is not necessary.  You need to remember to finish 
the end around the hole. 

4. Now turn the neck to a bit more than 1/8 inch wider than the drilled hole.  You can drive the live 
center into the drilled hole to stabilize the work-piece for the remainder of the turning.  



Figure 2 above shows the live center positioned and the neck partially turned  

5. Sand the entire piece. Once sanded, you can embellish the piece.  The chatter tool works well at 
the base of the neck.  It only works on end grain.  The other embellishing tools work well on the 
side of the lower part of the pot. 
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Figure 3 above shows the embellished section on the body of the vessel.  This pattern was made with a 
chatter tool and outlined with the tip of an angled parting tool.  The tip of a skew or other pointed tool 
can also be used.    

6. You can apply the finish of choice to the vessel at this point if you desire. 

7. Figure 4 below shows the vessel just prior to parting.  Leave enough space between the base of 
the vessel and the chuck jaws to be able to undercut the bottom of the vessel before parting it 
off.  I normally use a fine tooth saw to cut it off to prevent damaging the vessel. Part off vessel 
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8. With the drill bit still in the chuck, apply a few drops of CA glue in the hole, insert on the drill 
bit and twist to spread the glue.  Hold for a few seconds until the glue sets.  Insert the chuck in 
the drive spindle firmly and bring the live center to the base of the vessel. You can be a bit 
daring and finish the bottom with a small detail gouge or move the live center back into position 
and work on the bottom.  I normally turn this part at the same speed as when I sanded.   
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9. Finish the bottom of the vessel.  As you get close to the centerline of the base you can back off 
the live center and part off the little center point and sand as desired.  Remember to dimple the 
base so the pot will set flat on a surface.  Apply finish here if desired. 

The figure below is the finished twig pot with no finish applied.  At this point I will do some additional 
embellishment with a wood burner or maybe carve something, then apply a coat of Danish oil to seal 
the surface and apply a few coats of spray lacquer. 
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Note: CA glue is weak holding in torsion but will hold well enough to finish the bottom. When you are 
all finished, simply remove the chuck and work piece from the drive spindle, hold the chuck with one 
hand and twist the pot with the other. They will separate. 


