
Making Coffee Scoops
- Greg Dick

Turning Procedure

1. Blank - 2”x2”x7” minimum - slightly oversize is better.
2. Blank in chuck with tailstock support. 

Rough to 2” cylinder. 
3. Face off tailstock end:

3.1.Produces reference for measuring diameter.
3.2.Supports later removal of tailstock dimple. 

4. Cut gage grooves - mark ball ‘length’ and handle diameter
4.1.Double wide parting cut @ 2” from tailstock - diameter 1-1/8”
4.2.Parting groove at handle end - diameter ~1-1/2” located ~4-1/2” from base of sphere.

5. Rough the handle:
5.1.I use a peeling cut to remove bulk (thanks Jack Brown).  Use what works for you.
5.2.Spindle gouge to start shaping the handle

6. Turn the sphere that will become two bowls:
6.1.Prepare a cardboard template for a 2” sphere; use it to direct your work.
6.2.It’s important that the profile is as close to round as possible because you will be 

turning with that circle defining the axis of rotation for the bowl.
6.3.Use gouge and/or square scraper - In this step, the shape is much more important 

than the finish.  You can sand out surface imperfections - you can’t hollow an elliptical 
bowl!

6.4.Use cardboard templates to verify roundness.   
Another approach uses a light above the lathe and a shadow template on the bed. See 
References.  

7. Finish turning the handle to a pleasing shape.
8. Sand to finished surface
9. Cut the turned blank in half lengthwise at the bandsaw.
10. Drill a depth hole.  Allow for final thickness of 1/8” - 3/16.”  Be sure to do this before the the 

next step so you can use the square end of the blank to align the piece on the drill press 
table.

11. Remove the square section at the bandsaw.
11.1.Cut at 45 degrees to start handle base curve
11.2.Cut at 90 degrees to complete the removal

12. Turn the interior of the bowl
12.1.Remove one of the “Shark” jars from the chuck.
12.2.Mount the half-blank in the chuck.  I use a piece of leather to protect the outside 

surface of the scoop; “floating” floor underlayment (see John Sinosky) is another good 
option.  If you mount directly, you will have some extra whittling and sanding to do later.

12.3.Excavate the bowl to the bottom of the depth hole using small (3/8”) bowl gouge and/or 
round nose scraper.  
12.3.1.I start with a gouge and finish with a scraper.
12.3.2.Be very careful - the handle is now a propellor and it is able to cause serious 

injury.
12.4.Sand the interior of the bowl; I use a stiff foam “lollypop” as a sanding block.  Exercise 

care.
13. Complete the bowl and handle with a bit of whittling and sanding.
14. Hot water bath to raise the grain
15. Final sanding 
16. Finish with walnut oil followed by beeswax and oil.
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Tools and Supplies

1. Chuck with Shark Jaws  
- both wrenches 
- Tommy Bar 
- leather liner

2. Roughing Gouge
3. Skew 
4. Spindle Gouge(s)
5. Square Scraper
6. Round Scraper
7. Parting Tool
8. Face Shield
9. Circle Templates
10. Caliper
11. Ruler and Pencil
12. Sandpaper 

- sanding “blocks”
13. Walnut Oil and Beeswax

References

1. All New Turning Projects, Richard Raffan, The Taunton Press, 2015 
2. Shadow Sphere Jig - David Reed Smith  

http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/ShadowSphereJig/ShadowSphereJig.htm 
3. Face Shield  

https://www.mscdirect.com/product/details/09778895?fromRR=Y
4. Ken Belarus (my Oklahoma turning mentor) - Private communications.  See his work at: 

https://kbspinswood.wordpress.com
5. This Handout - complete with all figures 

https://indianacountywoodturners.org/meeting-handouts/  
or … 
https://tinyurl.com/ycmdxvje
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Figure 1 - Sphere Blocked - Waste Removed Figure 2 - Verify Roundness with Template

Figure 3 - Turned Blank Cut in Half Figure 4 - Waste Removed - Note 45 degree

Figure 5 - Turned Blank Mounted Figure 6 - Ready to Turn Bowl 
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