
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDIANA COUNTY WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION 
ICWA meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Sprowls Hall, IUP Campus.  The meeting starts at 7:00 pm, refreshments 

available between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 

V V O L U M E  5  I S S U E  6  F E B R U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 4  
O L U M E  3  I S S U E  6  

Charlie Fisher and the CNC lathe 
 
IUP student Charlie Fisher gave a demonstration of the CNC lathe 
last month.  CNC stands for Computer Numeric Control.  The 
primary purpose of the CNC lathe is to make multiple copies of an 
item.  This would be use to create multiple chair/table legs, and 
other items that need to be duplicated.  That way ensuring that 
similarity is guaranteed.   

 
The operator, in this case Charlie, must enter values in three axes, 
X, Y, and Z.  The depth of the cut must also be entered, based on 
the diameter of the piece being used.  Charlie stated that .025” was 
optimal so that the cutter wouldn’t get jammed during the 
operation.  The length of the blank must be input in order to 
establish the X axis.  The cutting speed can be adjusted as needed 
for the turning of the profile. 

 
One thing I believe everyone noted was the excessive time 
consumed to input all the parameters into the console, but I would 
suspect that with more familiarity with the lathe, that time would 
more than likely come down. 

 

Here is an example of the “semi-finished” product.  Charlie said 
that with minor tweaking the finished product would be very 
smooth and little sanding would be needed at the end. 

 
Thank you, Charlie for your informative demonstration.  Keep up 
the good work. 
 
 

March Meeting 
Heather Tabacchi will give us a demonstration for photographing 
our work.  We all do such great work that by using bad 
photographing techniques we detract from the appeal.  We will 
meet in the 3D room and the gray space, whatever that is?  Same 
time, same day. 
 
Greg will finish up the bylaw vote at this meeting.  I believe Bob 
will provide us with an update for the AAW symposium next year.  
In that vein, the AAW dues are expected to go up on April 1 so if 
you haven’t paid your dues, or are planning to join, now would be 
a good time.  Daryl will introduce a friendly competition amoungst 
the members of the club.  It is called “Chip off the old block” and 
she will enlighten us more on this at the meeting. 
 
Unfortunately there will be no cookies for this meeting as Ruth 
Ann will be having surgery that day.  I will need someone to take 
good notes so I can put them in the newsletter.  We will see 
everyone at the April meeting. 


