
Jack Brown demonstrated creation of an multi-

center turning that he uses either as a Christmas 

ornament or as a bottle stopper.  Besides turn-

ing the blank with multiple centers, he used a 

router jig that he created in order to inset con-

trasting strips in the body.  The idea of the mul-

tiple centers was to create a two sided object 

into which he routed the body and glued in the 

inserts.  After the insets were set, he then re-

turned the blank to smooth out the inserts. 

Two centers were created on either side of the 

central center mark, approximately 3/8” out on 

either end of the blank.  You can note the offset 

in the picture above. Also observe the tenon 

that is on the head stock end of the blank.  (I 

need to apologize at this point for the lack of 

photos, my batteries quit on me.)  Once the 

outer centers were created, Jack struck a wit-

ness line along the length of the blank at each 

center.  The goal is to remove the wood down 

to the witness mark.  He used a Bedan tool to 

initially acquire the mark on each end, at that 

time he used a rough-out gouge to finish re-

moving the wood.  If you don’t have a Bedan 

tool, a cut-off tool or something like that could 

be used.  Observing his turning, it was noted 

that it didn’t take long to arrive at the witness 

line.  Jack suggested that a blank about 2 1/2” 

square and 5-6” long would be a good size to 

attempt this tuning. 

The following photo shows some examples of 

the inserts that were used before they were 

turned down.  The tenon is used to finish the 

end of the blank and to hold the turning if you 

decide to hollow it out, and or drill and tap the 

end to accommodate a bottle stopper. 

Andy checked with Alphonse and Steve and 

has gotten permission for the club to use the 

lab this meeting to do some hands on turning.  

We will be attempting to copy what Jack 

showed us at the last meeting.  So, if you  

wish, you may bring your own tools or feel 

free to use the tools that are in the Center.  I 

hope you can all make it, we should have 

loads of fun and valuable information. 

Ruth Ann, Jack Brown, and I went to New Castle to a meeting of the wood workers club in that 

town on October 27.  I was asked by Jack if I would like to do a pen turning demonstration for that 

club.  The club meets at the Baptist Church on the fourth Thursday of the month.  The demonstration 

went well, and there seemed to be a lot of interest in the demo. 

I’d like to thank Jack for inviting me to provide a little insight into the wonderful world of turning. 

See you all on Tuesday, November 8. 
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SPEC IAL  

PO INTS  OF  IN -

TEREST :  

• Just a note 

• Upcoming events 

• Dues reminder 

Web sites of interest: 

• woodturner.org(AAW) 

• arizonasilhouette.com 

• bereahardwods.com 

• chefspecialties.com 

• klingspor.com 

• packardwoodworks.com 

• Pswood.com 

• sloanswoodshop.com 

• thewoodbox.com 

• traditionalwoodworker.com 

• turnersanonymous.org 

• westpennhardwoods.com 

• woodturnerscatalog.com 

• woodturningdesign.com 

• woodturningz.com 

If you have any sugges-
tions for events, turning 
demonstrations, of even 
additions to the newslet-
ter, please submit them 
to me at a meeting or 
email me at smallturn-

ings@gmail.com. 

 

 

INDIANA COUNTY WOODTURNERS ASSOCIATION 

ICWA meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Sprowls Hall, IUP Campus.  The meeting starts at 7:00 pm, refreshments 

available between 6 and 6:30 pm. 


