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THE WOODSHED 
Indiana County Woodturners Association - indianacountywoodturners.org

Welcome to Your Newsletter! 
It’s  been  awhile,  but  ICW will  once  again  have  a 
month l y  pub l i ca t ion  for  updated  ne ws , 
announcements  and  many  other  useful  and 
interesting  things.  Opinions  and  suggestions  are 
welcome along with submissions for publication. On 
the last page you will find information as to what to 
expect  in  upcoming  months  and  how you  too  can 
contribute and share with the rest of the club.

March Demonstration 
John Sinosky on Making a Large Platter.

I'll be doing a follow-on to the demo Chris did 
in January.   I'll be turning a plate about 10 
inches in diameter using a wood worm screw 
to start holding the plate till I true the bottom 
and make a mortise to hold the plate to work 
on the top. For most of the work I'll use a 
bowl gouge, carbide scraper, and a detail 
gouge to make a raised area on the rim.  The 
raised area will be embellished with a 
spiraling tool.
- John

http://indianacountywoodturners.org
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President’s Message
Those that attended the regular meeting on February 14th were able to indulge in 
many treats. The sweet treats were the delicious cookies and brownies. There 
were even filled treat bags that we got to take home and enjoy again. The other 
treat was the demonstration. Denny K. demonstrated the inside-out turning 
technique. He provided a thorough step by step process, explaining what glues 
worked best for him and the safety aspect of turning past the “windows”. I’m 
certain all in attendance gained knowledge by his presentation. The inside-out 
turning is our Chips for March. 
Speaking of Chips, there were many 
excellent platter entries this month. Denny N 
won the turners class, Pat F. won the 
learners class. Chips is one of the many 
inspirations we as turners benefit from to 
excel in our turnings. 
February 18th was the start of our Hands On 
instructional turning sessions. Those that I 
have spoken to about the club expressed a 
desire for an instructional session but he 
pandemic delayed any thoughts of doing 
such a session. The wait was worth it. 
We had ten people present, it was an equal 
mix of learners and mentors. While talking to all that attended the feedback was 
sensational. We turned rolling pins and tops. The learners got to take their 
turnings home with them. Each was proud of their accomplishments as some 
were never on a lathe prior to this event. The instructions given by our mentors 
was very helpful to the learners. What the learners produced that day is 
testament to the quality of good people we have among our club. 
Thanks to John S. and Jack B. for supplying blanks for the tops. Thanks to 
Chris W. for providing the rolling pin blanks. 
I am looking forward to our next Hands On session. If any one has suggestions 
please let me or an officer know. 
A phrase that has been used recently during conversations about the club is 
Take It Up a Notch. That happened during this event and I’m certain there are 
many more notches to be gained. 
Know of anyone with the slightest interest please invite them to a meeting.

Turn Safe 
Dave 

Dave Fairman
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February’s Meeting
For last month’s meeting Denny K. demonstrated the inside-out turning 
technique often used for making Christmas tree ornaments. Denny’s 
clear manner and direct approach clarified many items when trying out 
this fun project. This is the Chips challenge for March so everyone get 
busy!

I’ve been told that Denny hadn’t tried 
these until asked to do the demo. 
Impressive work to say the least.

Thanks for the great demonstration 
Denny!
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February Chips Winners 

Platter challenge from Chris Weiland’s 
January demonstration.

Congratulations to the winning turner 
in the experienced category, Denny N. 

The Learner’s award goes to Pat F.

Congratulations to both of you!

Just some of the great Show 
and Tell/ Platter Challenge 
work.
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Another great thing about 
February’s meeting.

Thank you Sarah!  

February Sawdust Session

Our leader has a plan.

Tools and gear ready to go!
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Tips and Tricks

This month’s Tips and Tricks is brought to you by Jonathan Silwones. It’s 
about sandpaper. Specifically about cutting sheets to any size you need. 

I would be afraid to Google search ‘How to cut Sandpaper.’ I’m sure that the 
several million results would range from clever to just plain ridicules. I’m not sure 
where I came across my method, but I’ve been using it for many years and it 
works great. I cut up large quantities of full sheet wet/dry sandpaper because I 
wet sand my finish on with 320, 400, and 600 grit. That can be a lot of sandpaper 
cutting. So, let’s get to it. 

Items needed: 

- One basic metal cutting hack saw blade, new. 

- Two small flat head screws small enough to fit the holes in the blade. 

- Two small washers that will fit the screws.

Chris says “Get-it-done”

Tops, tops, and more tops. (Top heavy?)
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- The end edge of a workbench or similar. 

- A pilot drill for the screws is helpful but optional. 

That’s all you will need. 

The larger screw will work in a pinch, 
but the smaller is better. 

Layout the blade location about one 
inch from the table edge as shown. In 
this picture the teeth are facing towards 
the top. This aids the cutting. 

Screw down one end of the blade with a 
washer UNDER the blade end. This is 
the spacer that keeps the blade off the 
table. 
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I’ve drilled the pilot hole for the other 
end. Notice the hole is off center. THIS 
IS KEY TO MAKE IT WORK. Place a 
washer under this end and start the 
screw. As you tighten the screw down 
the offset hole combined with the screw 
head taper will tighten the blade. 

It should look like this when 
done and the blade should be 
tight. Notice I’ve used two 
washers to accommodate 
thicker paper or multiple 
layers. 

Now slide the paper under the blade, grit side 
down. Hold it down with your left hand and tear 
from top to bottom.  

That’s it! I put multiple maker lines on the 
bench to know where to position the sheet. 
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This was more of an article than a tip. Sorry 
about that. 

If you have any tips or tricks you’d like to 
share, please email them to me for posting.  

Thanks -  Jonathan Silwones 
jdsilwones@me.com 

Upcoming Events
Next Meeting is Tuesday March 14th. John Sinosky will be 
demonstrating large platters. Chips will be an inside out 
turning. I’m not sure who is bringing cookies but hey, everyone 
likes cookies!

March Sawdust Session will be the following weekend, 
Saturday the 18th, from 9 till noon.

April’s meeting will be Tuesday the 11th. Jonathan 
Silwones will be demonstrating techniques for ‘twice turning’ 
bowls.

The Indiana County Woodturners meet the second Tuesday of the month at 
Sprowls Hall on the IUP Campus – 470 South 11th Street in theTurning Studio 
on the lower level. 

• Meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 
• Members and Guests “Instant Gallery” of Recent Works and 

refreshments are available between 6:30 and 7:00 pm. 
• Guests are encouraged to attend. (We serve great cookies..)

mailto:jdsilwones@me.com
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Buy and Sale
Buy and sale items can be submitted to the 
editor at jdsilwones@me.com. 

About the Newsletter

The Knothole by  Sarah

The Woodshed will be published the first of each month. Please have any submissions 
sent to the editor by no later then one week after the regular club meeting. Any 
format can be accepted. Submissions may be edited and publication is at the 
discretion of the editor. Buy and sell requests will be posted for one issue unless 
requested before the next deadline. 

mailto:jdsilwones@me.com
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