
Shiny Finishes 

Putting a shiny finish on a turned object requires some planning as well as having an idea of what you 
are expecting to see.  The potential uses of a turned object also have a bearing on what type finish you 
apply.  A utilitarian piece will need to have a renewable finish, or a very durable finish.  A display piece 
can have a high gloss and very smooth surface, or it can have a satin appearance yet still have a very 
smooth surface. Regardless of the uses for the item there are a vast number of products that can be used 
for finishing.  We will cover a number of them, but only two finishing approaches will be demonstrated 
during this session, an all wax finish and an airbrush application using a reduced urethane finish. 

ALL WAX FINISH 

• Surface preparation is the first step before applying any finishing product.  The surface should 
be sanded to at least to 600 grit (400 if a dye is to be applied first and then to 600 grit).  Sanding 
marks will not be visible to the naked eye on a surface sanded to 600 grit.  Be sure to closely 
look for any tear out along the end end grain areas of the surface.  Any tear out will be visible 
but can still feel smooth to the touch.  As soon as anything is applied to the work piece, the tear 
out will be HIGHLIGHTED and readily noticed.  

• Apply a sanding paste like EEE-Shine or Yorkshire Grit.  Apply with a clean cotton cloth in a 
uniform manner over the entire surface to be finished.  Apply at a slow speed to ensure an even 
coating then increase the speed to work with the paste.  A moderate pressure can be applied to 
warm the surface area a bit to aid in the penetrating action of the paste.  EEE-Shine does 
contain tiny bits of tripoli polishing material to accommodate the polishing.  You will notice a 
sheen or shiny surface begin to appear.  Wipe off any haze with a clean piece of cotton cloth.  If 
a more glossy appearance is desired, apply a second coat and repeat the process. 

• Now select a paste wax of your choice.  There are several suitable waxes:  Hampshire sheen/
shine, Mylands, Briwax, Simonize, or Shellawax.  I prefer Mylands, a mix of beeswax and 
carnuba, because it goes on in a smooth even coating.  Apply at a relatively slow speed and 
allow it to develop a haze.  Increase the speed to something you feel comfortable with and buff 
the surface with a clean cotton cloth.  I apply the wax with a non-abrasive piece of scotchbrite, 
the white variety.  Buff until all the haze is gone and the surface feels smooth to the touch. 

• Repeat the wax application and buffing two or more times to develop a deep and durable shine. 
This finish may be suitable for many folks. 

• I apply two coats of Renaissance wax using the same procedure.  This is a petroleum based wax 
the provides a durable topcoat.  It was developed for museums for use on antique furniture to 
produce a “slick” surface to deter the adherence of skin oils and avoid finger prints.   

• You can apply as many coats of the base wax as you like, I find three coats is suitable and the 
surface can be refreshed easily with the Renaissance Wax.  I have also used both Shellawax 
liquid and paste waxes with comparable results.  These are the Australian equivalent of the 
Hampshire line of waxes.     



• No other abrasives are needed for this type finish. 

AIR BRUSHING WITH A WATER SOLUBLE URETHANE FINISH 

Using an air brush to apply a finish is a relatively easy thing to do but it requires an air compressor with 
regulator, and a bit more effort to get to the end finish.  A few more abrasives are needed to complete 
this application method if a glossy finish is desired. 

• Materials needed: 
◦ Air brush (Iawata, Badger, etc.  Select one with a medium to large pin) 
◦ Compressor with regulator.  Finish application can be done at 25 psi.  This pressure will 

minimize over spray and requires less run time for the compressor. 
◦ The finish to be applied.  I will be using ChromaCraft water soluble urethane.  This is a very 

low VOC finish developed for Nick Agar.  It is also a low odor product.  It can be mixed 
with water to thin it enough to be used with an air brush.  I mix it 3 parts water to 1 part 
urethane for the size of my airbrush nozzle.  It can be mixed 4 parts water to 1 part urethane 
but it will take several more coats to get complete coverage and buildup. 

◦ A small turntable (lazy susan will do) to keep the item moving during application of the 
finish 

◦ Multiple high grit abrasive pads.  I use 1000 grit scotchbrite, 1500 grit foam backed pad, 
2300 grit non-woven fiber pad and micro mesh pads , 4000, 8000, and 12,000 grit.  Keep a 
few paper towels handy.  Bounty works well and is lint free. 

◦ Item to be finished. 
• The Process: 
◦ Place a small amount of reduced finish in the air brush cup.  No more than half full. 
◦ Hold the airbrush about 6-8 inches from the work piece.  
◦ Depress the trigger button to get air flowing 
◦ Slide the trigger button away from the nozzle to introduce finish into the airstream. You 

should see a very fine mist flow from the nozzle. 
◦ Move the airbrush so the mist covers the surface of the work piece and at the same time 

rotate the turntable to make sure you cover the entire surface.  The finish will be absorbed 
quickly into the work piece surface and should be dry by the time you get the whole way 
around to the start point.  Keep applying the finish until the cup is drained.  You may get 
two or more coats on before you run out of finish.  

◦ Set the airbrush aside and allow the surface to fully dry.  This may take a few minutes.  Start 
with the coarsest grit abrasive and rub out the entire surface.  You'll notice a white haze 
develop.  Wipe the work piece with a paper towel to clear off the residue. 

◦ Place more finish in the airbrush cup and repeat the process.  After the third coat you will 
start to notice the work piece develop a shiny wet look as you are spraying.  The finish is 
starting to fill in and build up.  Keep the work piece moving to avoid spraying too long in 
one place.  Runs can occur if you spray too long in one spot.  The runs can take a while to 
rub out. 

◦ Again rub the work piece with the next finer grit abrasive and clean off the residue. Spray 



the work piece after rubbing with each level abrasive. 
◦ Repeat the steps again until you get through all the grits.   
◦ This will take some time and effort to achieve the look you desire. 
◦ When one side is finished, turn the work piece over and do the other side.  
◦ You will have a durable smooth surface but you can protect that by adding a coat of 

Renaissance wax.   
OTHER PRODUCTS FOR SHINY SURFACES 

• General Finishes Salad Bowl Finish 
◦ A wipe on finish.  Reducing is not recommended  
◦ Requires rubbing out between coats.  Will start to produce a shine after 3 or 4 coats. 
◦ Requires 6 hours of cure time before rubbing out each coat. 
◦ This produces a real nice durable finish but is best used when there are several pieces to be 

done and time is not a constraint.   
◦ Good to use on ornaments that can hang for a while to cure. 

• Deft Brushing Clear Lacquer 
◦ Reducing with lacquer thinner will shorten the drying time.  It can be reduced 4 to 1.  A hard 

surface will begin to form after two coats.  It tends to be more satin rather than glossy.  You 
can apply a wax to get a glossy finish. 

◦ When reduced 4 parts lacquer thinner to 1 part lacquer, the dry time is reduced to several 
minutes so multiple coats can be applied in a relatively short time. 

◦ Works well and the reduced lacquer has a relatively long shelf life 
◦ Can probably be used with an airbrush but I have not tried this yet. 

• Spray Shellac 
◦ A quick method to get a shiny finish but benefits from a gentle rub out.   
◦ Can be used as an undercoat for a lacquer finish to produce a glossy appearance with less 

effort 
◦ Good to use on punky wood or woods such as poplar and basswood to minimize tearout. 

• Mohawk Clear Spray 
◦ Similar to spray shellac. 
◦ Comes in glossy and satin  
◦ Could be a more expensive alternative to other finishes 
◦ Used by custom cabinet makers


