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Many of us have turned boxes and 
occasionally we would like to have a 
box with a threaded lid.  There are three 
ways to do this, one is to buy a treading 
jig which costs about $300.00, second 

is to buy hand thread chasers, about $90, and learn to use them 
(a long learning process and only works with very hard wood), or buy some cheap male 
and female plastic PVC pipe couplings with threads on one end.  
For this project I will be using one 1½” PVC pipe coupling with male threads and one 1½” 
PVC pipe coupling with female threads.  You will want to cut 5/16” of the threads off each 
of these couplings to be used as the threads on the top and bottom of the box.  A piece of 
cherry 2- 1/2” x 2-1/2” x 5” is the wood I have chosen for this box but maple would be 
another good choice.  

Be sure to turn the ridges 
off the outside of coupling 
before cutting thread ring 
off. 

Sample of threaded PVC couplings 

Male and female thread rings cut and ready for 
 



 

 

  

Base of box with male threaded ring installed 
ready for hollowing. 

Pictures above show the cut out recess & fitting female threads into lid. I use medium CA glue for attaching the 
threaded ring and in order for it to stick better I rough up the glueing surface of the plastic with a Dremel tool. 
After glueing in the threads I hollow the lid approx. 3/8” deep.   At this point you can remove the lid from the lathe 
but do not remove the tennon, this will have to be returned to the lathe when the bottom is complete in order to align 
the gain between the bottom and the top.   
 

Photo to the right shows scraping of small amounts off the lid shoulder to align grain.  Be very 
careful scraping because it will grab.(I know this to be a fact.) Tilt the cutting edge down, a lot. 

Hollowing in progress using a 3/8” spindle gouge and a 
small round nose scraper.  I hollow about 1-1/2” but not 
over 2” deep as it would be too deep for the fingers of 
most people.  I  also like a rounded edge in the bottom so 
you can side something off the bottom and up the side. 



 

 

 

Finished box with 
grain aligned. 

A note about finishing:  On the inside, I use beeswax or something with a 
very mild oder. DON’T use lacquer, unless you want to get a HIGH feeling 
when you open it, the smell will last forever.  
Finish the outside with whatever you want, whenever you want.  I finish on 
the lathe with Mylands Friction Polish. 


